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Reputation - Gone in 60 Seconds

Mr Frank Lord, Chairman and founder of Lord Group plc receives an invitation from the
government to head their Advisory Committee on Ethics in Financial Services. He is in the
process of deciding whether or not to accept their invitation but has the following issue to
consider:

His brother-in-law (who happens to be a journalist) with whom he had recently had lunch, has
been convicted of insider trading.

= Does the possibility for public scrutiny mean that he should decline the invitation to
head the Committee?

1 Sefer Netivot Olam — Netiv Tsniyut; Ch. 1

In the Book of Mishlei (Ch. 11) “When pride 9P RaN PTT RA (R™) *HWN 7902
comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility %7 onN NNYY ,NNOMN DIPNN NN
comes wisdom.” King Solomon states that one PIIN IPRY N 1107 n-”-n oy -‘n1‘7
who itS atrrogabnt is WithOL;t rtiservgrﬁnd Iacl;s th% nPnY AYI Y PRY PIT RIPI RIM
sensitivity to be aware of others. This is referre

to as arrogant of heart. To such a person comes ’:‘7 NTT RIPI AN 1720 10 opann
disgrace and degradation in equal measure nam Ubl’ R1 T2 RN DTRA TORN
because he is distant from respect. However, PINR TYNI TWR INTN 9D ,1OR
those who are humble attract wisdom, as R2% 72299 T290 10 PINT RINY
wisdom is appropriate to the modest. RINY 3 NNON DIPINIX DR .'[1‘7|7

2 ,1NONN PINR YN MYniNa
MYNN 1Y MRI NNONN

2 Kohelet, Chapter 7: Verse 1
A good name is better than precious oil. A0 jPYNn 10 Dv 10
Rashi comments: Fine oils are for the moment, a good name is forever.

3 Pirkei Avot, Chapter 4:17

"Rabbi Shimon said, there are three crowns: the DIND NYHY MR PYNY 19
crown of Torah, the crown of priesthood, and the N ,NIN0 NN, AN NI 10N
crown of kingship. And the crown of a good 723 5P 1Y 110 0V N ;MIYN

name is superior to them all."

4 Melachim 2 Chapter 12 Verse 16

No accounting was demanded of the men NN VR DWIRD DR 12V RN
given the silver to pay the workers, for they "WYY nnb o7 Yy qUIN NR
worked on trust. DV DN ANNRA D NIRONN
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5 Radak on Melachim 2 Chapter 12 Verse 16

From here our sages derive that we do not audit those responsible for communal funds. For
when we appoint people to take responsibility we appoint worthy individuals and we do not
audit them for we do not suspect the upright.

6 The Ma'ari on Talmud Baba Batra 9a
A community should only appoint those worthy and of recognized uprightness...so that we
do not come to suspect those who are blameless.

In his second year in University, nearly thirty years ago, Frank received a police caution for use
of cannabis.

= Does it matter; it was after all a long time ago!

= Does it matter if he did not inhale!
=  Would it make a difference if the appointment was as the Trustee of a healthcare charity?

1 Rambam Hilchot Teshuva Chapter Il:2

What exactly is repentance? Repentance ROIND DYV RIN N2IVNN RN AN
involves forsaking sins and removing such 1253 990377 INAVWNNN 17707 IRVN
thoughts from one's way of thinking and 1997 YW 2ITY? INRIV TIY 1NVY? RHY
resolving firmly never to do it again, as it is PRIV 73YV Y Dmn IBIRARY

written, "Let the wicked man forsake his way,

and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let YTV 1HY TYN NN 710 MINR

him return to the Lord". One should also be 02199 RONN A9 1Y’ RYY MMYN
remorseful over what one has done, as it is NVUYNY IPNYR TIY IR RDY INRIY
written, "For after | had returned away | MDY PNAYA MTINNY PINY M T
repented”. One also has to testify to God that :12952 97w 15X MMy

one will never return to that sin, as it is written,
"...nor shall we say any more to the work of our
hands". All of these three declarations have to
be made out loud.

2 Masechet Avot; Chapter 3 Mishnah 11
However, if one has repented...nothing stands 117 -l';, PR...N2WNA N DR H5aR
in the way of repentance A29VN 297 TMYY

3 Rambam, Hilchot Deot, Chapter 5

Just as a wise man is recognized through his wisdom and attitude so too he should be
recognized through his actions, speech, way of going, his dress, personal financial
management, business dealings and all these acts should be exceedingly pleasant and
proper. The business dealing of the wise should be with honesty and trustworthiness. He
states clearly no and yes.

An individual who does all these things and their like, of him the scriptures says, “And He
said to me, ‘You are My servant, Israel, through whom | will be glorified.”
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